
From the desk of the Board President 

Jann-Michael Greenburg 
 

September 2021 Board Update 
 
Dear SUSD Families and Staff: 
 
I hope you are having a great week. I want to thank each of you for making the first two months 
of our first “normal” school year since March 2020 a great success. 
 
Looking Back 
 
During the past two months, our board and administration have focused on our students’ 
academic outcomes, bond projects, and fiscal responsibility. This includes: 
 
• Reviewing the administration’s draft key performance indicators. Key performance 

indicators enable our board and administration to track academic performance year over year 
and determine whether SUSD is making appropriate strides in educating our students. 
Proposals include increasing (a) the number of students meeting the ACT’s college readiness 
benchmarks from 43% to 48%, (b) English Language Learner proficiency on state math and 
English language arts tests from 5% to 15%, and (c) the number of 8th grade students testing 
at or above grade level in math from 51% to 61% this school year. 

• Agreeing to build out Navajo Elementary School’s D wing. Navajo is a true “phoenix” story: 
rising from the ashes of a devastating fire in 2018, Navajo was largely rebuilt and has since 
seen a significant increase in enrollment. The board agreed to finish Navajo’s D wing to 
accommodate the school’s growing student body. 

• Forming an internal audit committee comprised of subject-matter experts from our 
community. Before scheduling future internal audits, the committee’s first task when it meets 
in October will be to review the City of Scottsdale’s internal audit of the Hohokam bond 
project. 

 
Special Thanks 
 
I want to thank four incredible SUSD community members who demonstrated heroism, quick 
thinking, and compassion this past month. First, Mountainside Middle School Security Officer 
Vincent Salus saw a student signaling that he was choking. Officer Salus jumped into action, 
performed the Heimlich maneuver, and saved the child’s life. Last week, Cocopah Middle 
School students Johnny Ward, Luca Montemore, and Jacob McDonald helped save one of our 
school bus drivers who had a medical emergency while transporting students to school. The 
students contacted 9-1-1 and relayed medical instructions to the driver until paramedics arrived. 
They also communicated what could have been a final message of love to the driver’s mother. 
Thank you. Your decisive actions prevented tragedies, and the world is a better place because of 
you. 
 
        Yours very truly, 

 
 
 

 
Jann-Michael Greenburg 

       President | SUSD Governing Board 


